To be confirmed at the next meeting
NORTH TURTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held on Monday13 May 2024
at Turton Tower
Present:
Councillor D Wild (in the Chair)

Councillors K Harrison, J Rigby, D Hey and J Rowley
Also present: 
J Smith (Clerk) + 4 members of public
Apologies:     
None
Prior to the meeting members of the public were given an opportunity to speak. 
One resident had a further query regarding the Parish Council’s increase in precept this year by 53%.  He quoted from Hansard April 2023 which stated:
“Council tax is set by local authorities—in this instance that includes a town council—and they decide what level of council tax they need to raise. The Government set referendum principles for some, but not all, councils each year. Where councils set excessive increases, they have to go to referendum. Increases are usually within the bounds of around 5% for other council tiers.

We have not traditionally applied referendum principles to town and parish councils, but we have said very clearly that all tiers of council should exercise restraint when they are setting council tax increases. This was made clear in the consultation for the local government finance settlement for 2023 to 2024. We stated that the Government continuing to not set referendum principles was contingent on town and parish councils taking all available steps to mitigate the need for council tax increases and the Government seeing clear evidence of restraint. It is the case that the thousands of town and parish councils will face different challenges and perform different functions, but it is also the case—I want it to be clearly noted in this debate—that we expect town and parish councils to be restrained in their council tax increases.”

Cllr Wild replied that this issue had already been discussed at length, and that there were exceptional circumstances that required the increase in the precept.  The safety of the young children in Edgworth & Belmont is of the utmost importance to the Parish Council and the fact that BwDBC had pulled the funding for Edgworth CP School required the Parish Council to step in fund a school crossing person by way of a grant to the school.  As the Parish Council had done this for Edgworth then there had to be a similar amount available for the school in Belmont who are still looking into a solution to help their children.  Cllr Wild hoped that this explanation would satisfy the resident and bring an end to their queries on this subject.
The resident again quoted from Hansard April 2023:
“My hon. Friend raises points about powers and in particular the disclosure of information. He references the local government transparency code of 2015. The code is a statutory instrument that contains two elements: a mandatory section and a section of recommendations. The requirement to publish invoices over £500 and to publish procurement card transactions is mandatory.”
The Parish Clerk agreed to look into the requirement to publish invoices over £500 as the Parish Council does not have a procurement card so there would be no transactions to publish in that situation.
8221
Matters Arising 

Belmont wall collapse – the work has been completed.
Chapeltown Community Garden update – planning application to be heard at Planning Committee on 23 May.  Condition to be imposed regarding the submission of a methodology for the removal and repair of the cross – Clerk is arranging for this to be completed by the company who will be doing the work.
Planning application 10/24/0292 – an appeal has been lodged against an enforcement notice issued by BwDBC on 26 March 2024.  The inquiry will be heard on Thursday 29 August 2024 and if the Parish Council wishes to comment they have to be received by 12 June 2024. 

8222 
Minutes of the last meeting
Resolved:  That the minutes of the meetings held on 8 April 2024 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.
8223
Declarations of Interest
Noted:  None
8224
Planning Applications
Resolved:  That the Parish Council submit comments (as below) on planning applications 10/24/0411, 10/24/0413, 10/24/0418 and 10/24/0427
8225
Planning Decisions
Noted: Blackburn with Darwen Council’s decisions on planning applications.
8226
Accounts to Pay
Resolved: That cheques be signed to pay the following accounts:
Dave Rowley Landscapes 
Lengthsman April
£1566.66

P R Adams 
April salary  
£  430.60 

J Smith
April salary & expenses
£1088.66
LALC/NALC
Membership 2024-25
£  645.40

The Barlow
Room hire
£  120.00
Mr K Harrison
Belmont entry for BKV
£    25.00

Clear Insurance Management Ltd  
Annual Insurance 2024-25
£1298.22

Mr P Keeling
Chapeltown entry for BKV
£    25.00

Northside Stone Co Ltd
Repair or wall in Belmont
£  700.00

E.ON Next
Electricity for toilets
£    21.68

Viking

Stationery/stamps/cartridges
£  318.14

SLCC Enterprises Ltd
Training for Clerk
£  144.00

8227
Insurance for 2024-25 and Review Risk Assessments
Noted:  Query regarding buildings cover for the bus shelter in Edgworth – Clerk to check if it is included – if not will speak to the Insurance Company.  
Clerk to look at other comparable Parish Council Risk Assessments and review at a future meeting.
8228
Review Current Standing Orders
Cllrs Rowley and Hey to meet with the Clerk to discuss reviewing the Standing Orders and bring back to a future meeting.
8229
Updating current website

The Parish Council’s current website does not comply with accessibility guidelines.  The Clerk has received a quote from a recommended company regarding the setting up of a “.gov.uk” website and e-mail addresses.  The cost of setting up the website will be waived but there will be a monthly charge for the management of the website.  
Agreed:  all Councillors in favour of the redesign of a new website.
8230
Correspondence 
Noted:  Correspondence received since the last meeting was read and noted including

· Statements from Virgin Money
Comments on Planning applications received by 13 May 2024 

10/24/0411
Variation/Removal of Condition/Minor Material Amendment - Variation of condition 2 "approved drawings " and removal of condition 3 "materials to match existing" pursuant to planning application 10/24/0045 "Proposed single storey rear and side extension including double storey extension to front." - to allow for render on front and rear extensions at Longworth Bank Farm, Blackburn Road, Edgworth

The Parish Council has no objection to this proposed development.

10/24/0413
Full Planning Application - Erection of first floor side extension, conversion of garage to habitable room and erection of front entrance porch at 26 Moorfield, Edgworth

The Parish Council has no objection to this proposed development.

10/24/0418
Full Planning Application - Proposed installation of artificial cricket wicket between existing football pitches at Old Boltonians Association, Tower Street, Chapeltown

The Parish Council has no objection to this proposed development and fully endorses the application to support the additional sports activities.

10/24/0427
Full Planning Application - Demolition of existing single storey extension and erection of new enlarged single storey extension at Pastures Farm, Broadhead Road, Turton

The Parish Council has no objection to this proposed development.

The Chair thanked Mr Danks for his years of service as a Parish Councillor in Edgworth, and especially his last two years as Chair.  He also thanked Ms Dowle and Mr Appleby for their service to the Parish Council and welcomed Cllr Hey to his first meeting since being elected.  Mr Crompton was observing the meeting with a view to joining the Parish Council, and by an unanimous decision it was agreed to co-opt him as the Parish Councillor for Edgworth.
Next Meeting  
               

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Monday 3 June at 6.45pm in the Library at The Barlow. The public and press are invited to attend and to listen. 
…………………………………………………
Signed - Chair 
The meeting closed at 7.50pm
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